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PRESENT AND FUTURE 


Although only a short period has elapsed since the progressive forces gained control 
of the Political Organisation, the National Front, and instituted democratic changes 
in various fields to allow the tasks of the national democratic revolution to be 
carried out, the progressive achievements of the revolution in our country confirm 
that the vanguard forces of our masses represented by the Unified Political Organi- 
sation, the National Front, followed the correct path in leading the process of 
change which is taking place in our country. 

It would not have been possible to make the progress that has been made up to 
now without a scientific understanding of the needs of the current phase and the 
class forces which move it. Armed with this scientific understanding, the revolution’s 

“leadership has been in a position to take a number of democratic measures at the 
domestic level which benefit the working masses, and to adopt a correct foreign 
policy which reflects the domestic policies of the revolution. 

We are very proud of the achievements made by the people of our country in 

“every field; they have enabled the revolution to withstand firmly the threats 1t has 
faced in the past six years. It ıs now clear that these gains, which have consolidated 
the revolution, were only made possible by the clear vision of the future develop- 
ment of the revolution which guided the revolutionary leadership in helping our 
people to make these progressive achievements. 


* x * 


Only six years have pased since the corrective move of the 22 June, — a short 
period in terms of the ongoing revolutionary process. But this period has been so 
full of revolutionary change, so nch in lessons and experiences, that we can justly 
say that it has laid the foundations for a rapid maternal renaissance ın Democratic 
Yemen. 

The 22 June 1969 marked a decisive victory for the progressive trend of the 
Political Organisation, the National Front, which reflected the revolutionary will 
of the people who are emerging to build a new life to replace the repression, exploi- 
tation and underdevelopment imposed on us by the feudalists and colomalists for 
over seventy years. 

Prior to that victory, in the period between 1967 and June 1969, the revolution 
passed through a cnitical decisive period, a cnsis concerning the future trends ın our 
country It was becoming clear that in the age of socialist victory, national liberation 
movements are the decisive force of human social development. 

The nght wing forces which, because of the then prevailing conditions, had 
seized control of the political leadership of the Political Organisation, believed that 
the expulsion of the colomialists and the realisation of national independence marked 
the end of the road, and that the people’s desires were limited to raising the flag of 
independence, creating a national anthem and naming a government. The progressive 
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forces, on the other hand, considered all these trappings as a mere bridge which had 
to be crossed in order that the people might realise their new aspirations and 
set out on the new stage of struggle for complete national independence and social 
transformation. 

This difference was the cause of the events of 22 June which marked a major 
turning point for the people and the revolution. At that time, while the revolution 
was deviating on the road towards neo-coloniaiism, we had to wage a determined 
struggle to adopt a correct principled stand on all questions concerning the continuing 
process of development since the achievement of national independence in November 
1967. 

The conflict between the rightist and progressive forces began during the armed 
struggle and emerged openly in the Fourth Congress of the Political Organisation, 
held ın Zinypbar in March 1968. At this congress the disputes between us and the 
right-wing opportunist forces came to the surface. 

The main issues involved in the dispute were the question of radical agricultural 
reform, the colonialist nature of government agencies, the leadership of the libe- 
ration army which was replacing the old leadership, the nationalisation of foreign- 
owned companies, and the revolution’s foreign policy positions given the ongoing 
strugele between the capitalist and the socialist systems. These issues highlighted 
the differences in ideology, analysis and class position of the two trends in the 
Political Organisation. Despite attempts at intellectual terrorism by the right wing, 
the progressive forces won broad support from the members of the congress for 
their views and suggestions These suggestions formed the core of the statement 
issued by the congress, confirming the continuity of the revolution’s policies and its 
new tasks. 

However, this outcome did not satisfy the opportumst rightist leadership in 
power ın the army and the Political Organisation, as ıt was aware of the fact that 
the decisions of the Fourth Congress diminished their power and marked the defeat 
of their policies aimed at weakening the revolution. Thus, when we began to imple- 
ment the decisions, we found ourselves in severe conflict with the night wing, which 
was intent on deflecting the revolution from its proper course. The congress had 
barely closed when the reactionary coup attempt of 20 March, planned and supported 
by nghtists reactionary forces, took place. This was a warning that the right wing 
was not afraid to take up arms against the revolution, nor to Cram the prisons with 
the revolution’s cadres 

But this coup attempt failed because of the determined stand of the progressive 
forces and their adherence to the legitimate line of the revolution, embedded in the 
decisions of the Fourth Congress and in organisational democracy Yet, the right 
wing continued its policy of harassment, arrests, and even exile of cadres. Conse- 
quently the progressive forces were compelled to undertake the armed uprising of 
the 14 May of that year, in which a number of militants who had played a heroic 
part in the armed struggle against British colonialism lost their lives. Because of 
prevailing conditions, the 14 May movement, which aimed at defeating the rightist 

forces and at taking the reins of leadership to maintain the enlightened face of the 
revolution and its objectives, failed 

Learning the lessons of the failure of the reactionary coup attempt and of the 


4 


armed uprising, the progressive forces had to reorganise and adopt new tactics with- 
out sacrificing any of the principles of the revolution or the decisions of the historic 
Zinjibar congress. It had to struggle for the return of cadres who had been exiled or 
rendered inactive in order to consolidate the revolution and ensure the successful 
implementation of its political and economic tasks. 

The progressive forces did indeed reorganise themselves, always bearing in mind 
the principle of the unity of the Political Organisation, and the participation of its 
local cells and leadership bodies in debating and solving the problems of the masses 
and the revolution. Thanks to the cohesion of the Organisation and the rallying 
round of the local cells, the progressive forces were able to impose the return of the 
cadres who had left for the countryside or the north after the 14 May upnising. The 
initiative of the progressive forces led to the adoption of the programme for the 
completion of national liberation, which was the minimum programme they were 
prepared to accept given the strong position of the nghtist forces.* 

It soon became apparent that the attempt of the progressive forces to complete 
the necessary requirements of national liberation ın a state of coexistence with the 
right wing forces was not possible, since the rightists did their utmost to obstruct 
the leadership of the Political Organisation, the National Front They attempted to 
concentrate power in the hands of the President of the Republic, and followed this 
up with declanng a plan for a new constitution which amounted to a declaration of 
war. In isolation from the general leadership of the Political Organisation, the 
President acted individualistically in making decisions, he hired and fired ministers 
without consulting the leadership. This further clanfied the situation 

Given these facts which had ansen since the rightist forces had taken over con- 
trol of the leadership of the Political Organisation and the state apparatus which 
clearly threatened the course of the revolution, ıt became clear to the progressive 
forces that the right wing was preventing the advancement of the revolution and 
had to be eliminated in order to create conditions favourable to the general progress 
of the revolution. 

By June 1969 conditions were favourable for a decisive step to be taken after a 
period of shifts in the relative strength of the two wings of the Organisation. By 22 
June the nghtist forces had !ost their gnp as well as the support of the local cells 
whose political consciousness had reached a turning point Even the army which the 
rightists had taken to be their inalienable pillar of support changed its allegiance 
The political consciousness of soldiers reached the point where they rejected the 
orders of their colonels and senior officers Amongst the national democratic 
organisations and the masses of the people, the nght wing no longer had a base 
because of the terrorist policies ıt had waged against the progressive forces both 
inside and outside the National Front. We can say that by 22 June the balance of 
forces had reached the point where the nghtist forces were no longer capable of 
repeating their attempted coup of 20 March or of contmuing to oppress the leader- 
ship of the revolution, nor could they challenge the progressive forces as they had 
on 14 May. 

Because of the difficulties experienced by the revolution in selecting the correct 


* Similarly after the corrective move of 22 June, a critical study was made which was to become, 
in fact, the charter of the revolution on the domestic and foreign policy fronts 
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road in the first year and a half following independence, the progressive forces ın 
the National Front took the bold step of 22 June to return the revolution to its 
nghtful course. Now, six years after the corrective move, we can say that the revolu- 
tion has indeed regained its progressive features, and that that day marked a historic 
turning point in the revolution. We can justly say that all the transformations and 
gains achieved by the revolution in this recent period have been built on the foun- 
dation of the 22 June corrective move, taken by the progressive forces and for 
which they made great sacrifices. It expressed the awakening of the struggle between 
two different types of leadership, opinion, thought and ideology, a struggle which 
had been deferred while the armed struggle against the colonialists and their allies 
Was going on, this was because the protection of the National Front and ensuring its 
victory over the principal enemy, the colonialists, sultans, puppets and traditional 
leaders, demanded the postponement of all other problems 


The role of the Political Organisation 


We cannot make a distinction between the 22 June corrective move and the Political 
Organisation, the National Front. There is a dialectical relationship between the 
two, based on the fact that the Political Organisation could not allow the ship of 
revolution to be sunk in a sea of neocolonialism at the hands of an opportunist 
captaincy, nor to allow the principles for which the people had struggled for for 
years, even sacrificing its best sons for them, to be transformed into empty slogans 
to be auctioned off in the market of political attrition. 

The problem was related to the fate of the revolution and the people, not to that 
of individuals who participated in the revolution to a greater OF lesser extent. The 
revolution is like a train which stops at stations along the line where those who SO 
desire can embark or alight. The opportunist rightists decided to get off the train at 
the first station — ‘national independence’ — while the train moved on towards the 
second station — ‘the national democratic revolution’ — the route which we, the 
Progressive forces, wanted to follow. When we talk about the train of the revolution 
— the 14 October revolution — it ıs, ın our view, neither possible nor reasonable for 
US to accept that the train should be Stopped, or that it should be left standing at 
the first station. 

When we now recall the state of the revolution in 1969, we find this analogy to 
be appropnate to that period. We could not guarantee that we would reach the 
Second station of the revolution without removing those who wanted to obstruct 
the progress of the train. This meant that the Political Organisation, the National 
Front, had to get nd of the rightist elements hampering its development e 
advancement, and who were no longer able to travel with the revolution, but on the 
contrary had become a constraint on ıt 

We were concerned with shifting the revolution to the road of social change, 1 è ; 
to change the revolution from a national liberation movement to a revolution which 
would transform the structure of social classes, changing the nature of the relations 
of production, restoring to the working classes their legitimate ownership of the 
means of production, and preparing the way to build a new life. We were also 
concerned with the participation of our revolution in the contemporary uwe 

between the world revolutionary movements with its three components, and tle 
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imperialist camp. We live in an age charactensed by that struggle and we cannot 
turn our backs on ıt whether we like it or not. The hegemony of the right wing over 
the controlling positions of the revolution prevented it from extending its links 
with the international struggle and from cooperating with the world-wide revolu- 
tionary movements of which our revolution 1s a part. 

Hence in order to embark on a new stage of the revolution with its new demands 
at the domestic and foreign levels, we had the responsibility of defeating and dis- 
arming the nghtist forces, and so the progressive forces undertook the corrective 
move of 22 June. It was a victory for the revolutionary will of the Political Organi- 
sation, the National Front, and the beginning of the progress down the road of the 
stage which follows national liberation. 

After this victory, we had to work hard to restore the Political Organisation to 
its proper status in the revolutionary process and to confirm its leadership role in 
the transformations taking place among our people. Beyond that, we aimed to 
answer the right-wing forces who had turned their backs on the Political Organisation 
and tried to make it a mere adjunct of the state apparatus to be wheeled out on 
official occasions We also wished to answer those who wanted to make the Political 
Organisation subordinate to the state agencies and the administration In this 
respect we have achieved a great success, firmly establishing the leadership role of 
the Political Organisation in the struggle of the masses 


Collective leadership 


One of the first problems we confronted concerning the leadership role of the 
Political Organisation, was the establishment of the principle of collective leadership 
in the Political Organisation and in the government structure, and the implemen- 
tation of this principle in constructive discussion of problems facing the revolution, 
within the general leadership, the executive, the presidential committee and the 
cabinet The eStablishment of this principle after the corrective move of 22 June 
was a safety barrier meant to prevent the revolution falling once again into the 
hands of an individual leader Today we can say that collective leadership has 
become a cherished tradition of the revolution, helping our Organisation to solve 
many problems related to the development of our revolution and the life of the 
masses 

=- ` How do we assess the importance of collective leadership ın the national liberation 
movement following the path of independent development? And how do we 
assess the phenomenon of individual leadership and its role in the history of popular 
struggle’ 

No individual, whatever his qualities of leadership, his genius, or feeling for the 
masses, can ever be a substitute for the collective, nor singlehandedly bear the 
responsibility of an entire historic phase However long his revolutionary experience 
of the stage of struggle which follows national liberation may be, no individual can 
match the people s experience of revolutionary transformation Everything done by 
the individual ends with the individual, because whatever ehanges are achieved 
during his leadership are not based on the work of the organised masses nor on a 
revolutionary leadership able to continue carying the flag of the revolution, should 
the people lose their leader 


Perhpas a look at leaders who have starred in the sky of national liberation 
movements in what 1s known as the Third World, and the history of its people, and 
the effect of the death or fall of such leaders will be enough for us to understand 
the historic distinction between collective leadership and individual leadership. This 
does not, however, mean that we deny the role of the individual in history or that 
we do not support the role of the individual leader during the struggle for liberation 
of the people and their renaissance . . But we also look at the link between the 
individual leader and the successive cycles of revolutionary change. The individual 
plays a histonc role, and then he disappears, while others from the vanguard of the 
people emerge to complete his tasks so that the work of revolutionary reconstruction 
can continue 

In this cohtext, we must discuss the toiling masses, their role ın the process of 
change, and the revolutionary vanguard which leads and organises the struggle of 
the masses according to a programme dictated by the nature of the stage, the tasks 
it imposes, its class alliances and the coexisting economic formations. We say that 
the masses are the creators of history, the prime movers of every development and 
change in their social life They create their leaders when they need them in their 
struggle and their surge forwards. But the masses always remain and the individual 
leader disappears. 

Thus when a movement of revolutionary change of any people is linked to a 
revolutionary vanguard or a party armed with scientific socialist thought, clear 
programmes and collective leadership guarantee the conditions necessary for its 
successful progression towards the progressive society desired by the people. 

In the experience of the revolution in Democratic Yemen, our aim, ın trying to 
eradicate individual leadership, was to help our revolution and our people beware of 
the dangers of charismatic leadership with all its glitter which endangers the revolu- 
tion and its future, of forgetting the leading role of the Political Organisation which 
1s the n1tiator, leader, and guide of our revolution. 

Now, after sıx years of collective work in the leadership of our Political Organı- 
sation and the revolutionary government, we are convinced that collective leadership 
is less prone to mistakes and inadequacies harmful to the revolution, and ıs more 
likely to offer correct solutions to the vanous problems of the social development 
of the people This was concretely confirmed by the Sixth General Congress last 
March, when our Political Organisation was strengthened by a new force and 
bolstered by the principle of collective leadership This is also apparent in the 
unswerving support given to the Political Organisation by the masses, an indicator 
of the growing consciousness of Democratic Yemen’s working people of the mpor- 
tance of collective leadership and the leading role of the Political Organisation in 

their social, political, and economic life as well as in the general course of the 
revolution since our Political Organisation and the collective leadership ıt represents 
is the leader and the director of the masses of the people. 


Solving the agricultural question 


One of the most important issues which has demanded the attention of the leader- 
ship of the Political Organisation, the National Front, 1s the land question and the 
status of the peasantry ın the revolution Before 22 June, this class was the poorest 
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and the most exposed to exploitation; 1t was 1solated from political struggle and did 
not practise its rights to political and social activity. The Agricultural Reform Law 
issued by the Yemen leadership was used as a kind of cover for the reactionary 
insurrectionary movement of 20 March; it was an attempt to win the political 
support of the peasants to consolidate power. The redistributed lands were those 
belonging to the sultans who had fled after the victory of the revolution, while the 
lands of the big feudalists who stayed ın the country remained untouched . . . The 
progressive trend was struggling to solve the land question radically in the interests 
of the masses of peasants in the countryside, and this was one of the major issues of 
conflict with the right wing. 

After the corrective move of 22 June, the leadership of the Political Organisation 
had to reconsider the land question, the problems of the peasantry and all the 
agricultural measures taken by the previous regime. Therefore, in 1970, the Agn- 
cultural Reform Law was issued, which defined the Political Organisation’s attitude 
to the agricultural question. We looked at the question seriously, considering ıt an 
important key to solving the entire social problem. Previously our revolution had 
made great strides forward in liberating the country’s national economy from the 
domination of international monopolies and foreign capitalist companies, through 
the Nationalisation Law issued in November 1969 To complete the liberation of 
où! economy from foreign investors and local feudalists, the Agricultural Reform 
Law was the decisive road and the most important action The historical roots of 
feudalism and its dogmas instilled over centuries in the minds of the peasants called 
for Serious political work from the Political Organisation and organised class struggle 
to be Waged by the peasants who were encouraged to participate actively ın ımple- 
menting the law 

us the progressive tendency, following the 22 June corrective move, was not 
content to merely issue laws and leave their implementation to state agencies It 
worked to raise the consciousness of the peasants, to organise them and to put an 
end to their belief, implanted by the feudalists, that the lands are a livelihood 
bestowed by God, while the landlords themselves had by force, false promises or 
forgery of documents, stolen the peasants’ land. Once the consciousness of the 
peasants had reached a sufficient level as well as organisation, under the leadership 
of the Political Organisation, they themselves took up the burden of implementing 
the Agricultural Reform Law by uprisings and other initiatives and by forming 
peasant committees from among their ranks This form of class struggle brought 
down the sails of the feudalists in the southern province of the Third Governorate, 
the southern province of the Fourth Governorate, and the southern province of the 
Fifth Governorate, etc 

Since the promulgation of the Law, the beginning of its implementation and 
until now the investors and feudalists have been dealt with Land has been handed 
over to the peasants, cooperatives and state farms have been formed and supplied 
with their requirements in fertilisers, machinery and loans 

The new economic formations in the countryside play an active and growing role 
in the national economy, noticeably raising the standard of living of agricultural 
workers and cooperative-based peasants in the state farms and cooperatives 

We can now say that the way in which the new Agricultural Reform Law was 
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applied and the specific experiences of the agricultural sector in Democratic Yemen, 
have given the Political Organisation the opportunity to gain the support of broad 
ranks of the peasantry and to involve them ın political life and the defence of the 
revolution and its aims, after a long period during which the revolution was unable 
to use their potential. 

Our people’s experience concerning the land question 1s one of the new features 
that have emerged because of the revolution. It has travelled along its path, drawing 
on the pnor experience of other developing countnes which had faced major 
problems in implementing agricultural reform because of the violence of the feuda- 
lists, which finally led to the growth of agricultural capitalism leaving the peasants 
in a state of poverty with no prospect of improvement. The involvement of the 
peasantry in the implementation of the Law was aimed at putting an end to feudalism 
once and for all, and at creating conditions which would prevent its return so that it 
could never again oppress the peasants Now, five years after the promulgation of 
the Law, we can confidently say that the part played by the peasants in putting the 
Law into effect was a decisive factor ın its success, and that the peasants have become 
a force in the class alliance of the revolution at the present national democratic 
stage. Our Political Organisation will continue to give them every care and attention 
so that the perspective of a new progressive life continues to spread throughout the 
countryside. 


The leading role of the working class in the national democratic revolution 


Although the peasant class occupies an important place ın the national democratic 
revolution because of its broad base as a result of the nature of the country s 
economy, we cannot ignore the position and role of the Working class in our new 
life of social development, especially since our Political Organisation 1s committed to 
the theory of the working class and is dependent on itin carrying out the leadership 
of the revolution and ın directing the masses ın their current phase of renaissance. 

We have repeatedly stated that the working class 1s the heir of the future, histor- 
cally prepared to lead society in its spiritual and material development But at the 
same time we cannot disregard the current state of our Working class, its cultural 
and educational standard, and its standard of living It 1s Still a class at the stage of 
formation, small ın numbers and limited ın consciousness and culture, and many of 
those who believe in the theory of the working class are still outside ıt 

But whatever the present state of our working class, 1t must still struggle to 
achieve its aims and ambitions, and to travel on the road to occupy its historic 
place to expand its influence and take its leading role ın building the society. This 
means it must develop its political consciousness and its understanding of scientific 
socialism, constantly producing from its ranks vanguard elements capable of taking 
positions of leadership in the trade union movement and the Political Organisation, 
the National Front. 

Following a principled policy regarding the working class, our Political Organı- 
sation continually stresses the fundamental question of giving primary attention to 
educating the working class with the ideas of scientific socialism and the principles 
of the revolution so ıt can undertake its historic role ın the process of progressive 
reconstruction and revolutionary leadership. We are confident that the working 
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class which gained a firm basis in the stage of armed struggle against British colonia- 
lism will also acquire a new revolutionary tradition and will put forward people 
armed with consciousness and understanding and form a vanguard party to become 
the true class leader of the revolution 1n the daily life of the society. 

We have no doubt whatsoever that the future is in the final analysis the ally of 
this revolutionary class. If, at the moment, objective and subjective conditions limit 
this class’s potential to bear the responsibility of leadership, the process of socio- 
economic development in Democratic Yemen and the principled policies of the 
Political Organisation, ın ensuring conditions favourable to this class, will lead to 
the completion of qualitative and quantitative formation of the class, developing its 
ideological consciousness and creating a vanguard party. 

As a first step in consolidating its leadership position, the Political Organisation 
will go on working at laying the roots of its class structure, so that ıt becomes a 
structure for vanguard workers, their allies the peasants in the cooperatives, and 
revolutionary intellectuals. This was clear in the elections of the governorate 
committees of the Organisation and the Sixth General Congress where the propor- 
tion of peasant and worker representatives in the leading posts of the Organisation 
Was increased: -In future, the Political Organisation will continue to make every 

- effort to give the workers, our productive heroes, the honour of belonging to the 
Organisation and taking up positions of leadership in its political work We believe 
that the trade union movement bears a great responsibility for consolidating the 
Position of the working class and its politico-economic role. 

The trade union movement is the organisation which embraces in its ranks 
workers, service workers, and state employees, and 1s most closely related to them 
and their problems ın their daily life. For this reason it can defend the interests of 
the workers and push them towards political activity and better production to 

efend-the revolution and its gains, and to carry out the programmes of national 
economic :'evelopment. 

What the’ trade union movement must do now is change the mentality of the 
Workers, and their ideas that the trade unions are a means to achieve increased wage 

€mands etc New ideas must prevail, based on increased productivity, inter-factory 
COmpetition ın production, defence of the gains of the revolution, the creation of 
New factones, and the implementation of the Five Year Plan as an essential pre- 
condition for raising the income of workers and giving them the opportunity of 
enjoying social leisure 

The Sixth General Congress defined the role to be played by the working class 
and the trade union movement, and confirmed the difference between their roles in 
the national liberation and the national democratic stages of the revolution. It also 
Outlined the tasks confronting workers and their union leadership in the present 
Stage, which 1s dominated by the slogan ‘Fight to defend the Yemeni revolution 
and implement the Five Year Plan” 

The trade union movement, as the broad framework of the working class must 
always have this slogan in mind and must Organise the working class to implement it 
with courage and determination. In our Opinion, the Second Trade Union Congress 
held last April, must be a new beginning for fruitful work for the trade union move- 
ment and the working class together This calls for the unity of trade union leader- 
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ship and the working masses not only to carry out the decisions of the Second Trade 
Union Congress but also the decisions of the Sixth General Congress. 

The union leadership and the working masses must be aware of the fact that 
improvements in the standard of living and an increase in leisure time and social 
services cannot be achieved through the efforts of the revolutionary government 
and loans from friendly countries. They must be achieved by the labour of the 
workers and peasants in the factones, state farms and cooperatives, by the capacity 
of our toiling masses to increase production and to create the accumulation of 
capital which can be used in the process of economic development and to improve 
the standard of living and social conditions of our people. 

Therefore the Political Organisation, the National Front, links the improvement 
in the standard of living to increased social production by our people. A low level 
of production means a low standard of living, while increased production will offer 
our people a better share of social life and a better income. 

We feel that since the 22 June corrective move our Political Organisation has 
worked hard ın this direction with the revolutionary government, both have tried to 
improve living standards. The government has borne a cost of millions to keep prices 
down by comparison with per capita income. Suffice ıt to say that Democratic 
Yemen 1s still one of the few countries where essential commodities are available at 
reasonable prices and where people enjoy social care such as education, literacy 
campaigns, health, housing, drinking water etc. But we still look for greater improve- 
ments in the standard of living and the Five Year Plan contains various projects 
aimed at realising this objective. 

We are a people who have inhented underdevelopment, poverty and hunger from 
the colonialists, while the land is full of riches and fine food resources. But, after 
gaining our freedom, we, the people, alone are responsible for improving our living 
and cultural standards. This demands that all the people working in factories, 
workshops, cooperatives, state farms and development projects learn to love their 
work, and increase their productivity of material goods and give their every energy 
to increasing production and exploiting our resources They must be aware of the 
fact that this is the only way we shall enjoy a flourishing standard of living. 


Winning technicians and specialists to the revolution 


The Political Organisation believes that no material and cultural renaissance 1s 
possible in Democratic Yemen without the involvement of scientific and technical 
expertise in various fields of specialisation Nor can we imagine that our people s 
social advancement can be achieved without guidance from the most advanced 
knowledge available from modern science. If scientific socialism 1s the scientific 
knowledge which allows understanding of the laws of the social development of 
mankind and makes it possible to grasp the key of its ongoing development, then 
the revolution uses the branches of sciences for the social development desired 
by the people 

The idea prevails in impenahst circles that the revolution in Democratic Yemen 
has been hostile to specialists and technicians because of its policies and has thus 
led them to emigrate in search of work Our position 1s that our revolution has 
always regarded people with scientific training, as potential cadres on whom the 
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people will depend for the revolutionary renaissance and to create a new life, 
because of the education and experience they possess. 

Contrary to imperialist ideas, 1t has been demonstrated that the counter revolu- 
tionary forces at home and abroad have followed a policy of enticing numerous 
technically skilled cadres to leave the country to work in industrial centres abroad. 
It has even happened that some imperialist companies who have trained Yemeni 
delegations at the expense of Democratic Yemen, have offered them contracts to 
work ın their factories in various countries, at high and tempting wages, aiming 
thereby to deprive Democratic Yemen of their skills in the process of 1ts social and 
economic development. It is true that we faced some problems and inadequacies in 
providing suitable conditions for those with specialised skills and technical training, 
but our Political Organisation 1s not responsible for those who gave up their national 
identity and became opponents of the revolution and its policies. It 1s responsible 
for those who accepted life in the heart of the revolutionary experience despite its 
difficulties and hardships, and refused to turn their backs on the homeland in return 
for a few personal advantages granted by investments abroad. 

Democratic Yemen, for reasons related to its underdeveloped economy and its 
current low income, cannot offer a high level of wages and various advantages like 
countnes with high revenues and rich in natural resources, but Democratic Yemen 
continues to try to provide conditions favourable for those with specialisations 
to enjoy a life which enables them to work creatively for the benefit of their 
people. For example the revolutionary government gives high salaries to engineering 
graduates of universities, doctors, and accountants. If their salaries are compared to 
those of leading political cadres in the power structure, they enjoy better conditions 
than graduates in many other countnes. In the past period, under the directive of 
the Political Organisation, the National Front, the salanes of technically trained staff 
were increased, and in future we will continue to make sure that the standard of 
living of this social group 1s raised, so that it can participate fully in the process of 
social construction The Political Organisation, the National Front, 1s eager to win 
over technically skilled cadres and will strive to provide them with a secure income. 
To those who fell prey to the enticement of individual privileges, we assure them 
that their people are in great need of their skills. A good citizen equipped with 
knowledge and skills is one who uses his knowledge in service of the renaissance of 
his country. 

There 1s another even more essential aspect to this question, 1.e. a radical solution 
to the problem of skilled cadres. The policy of the Political Organisation, the 
National Front, 1s to prepare a generation of well educated technically skilled cadres 
specialised in the various branches of science which are necessary to build the new 
society, agriculturally, industnally and culturally. 

In this respect our Organisation 1s trying to spread the means of popular education 
and to set up colleges and specialist institutions from which will graduate the cadres 
needed by the country for its development programme and other fields of activity. 
In the coming years the attention of the Political Organisation will be concentrated 
on the question of scientific cadres, their role in the national economy and the 
process of re-educating them in a spirit of allegiance to the principles of the revo- 
lution, patriotism and the thoughts of scientific socialism. 
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Related to this is the ongoing process of developing the government agencies and 
completing the creation of new revolutionary laws to replace old laws which are 
still effective. Our Political Organisation believes that creating scientifically trained 
cadres, completing the organisation of the administration and the laws on a correct 
revolutionary basis are two essential preconditions for the revolution to progress 
successfully and implement the programme of our organisation in the interests of 
the people. 


Establishing democratic centralism and setting up the vanguard party 


The question of democratic centralism aroused wide ranging views and sharp 
discussion on the party history of workers parties around the world. Some of these 
views tended towards accepting centralism and limiting the circle of democracy 
away from members of the political party, under the justification that ordinary 
members of the party do not have the same long experience as the leadership; this 
justification tends towards pomposity and paternalism and the fear of the growth 
of a new leadership. Other views tended towards accepting democracy while rejecting 
any form of centralism on the grounds that democracy is the basis of party life and 
the basis for solving problems facing the party. This attitude to democracy implies 
a rejection of everything issued from the party centre and reflects the view that the 
party bases, with the weapon of democracy, are the determinants of the course of 
events. 

When centralism appears to mean one thing and democracy another, scientific 
socialism has a positive objective answer and attacks both positions which divorce 
centraism from democracy and vice versa since they are connected by the vital 
dialectical relationship that exists between them. This mode of thought confirms 
that the two understandings are not divided by a brick wall but are connected 
by a dialectical relationship: there 1s no centralism without democracy and no 
democracy without centralism. The two concepts form a unity with mutually 


reciprocal influence. 
In the experience of the Political Organisation, the National Front, these views 


prevailed until the 22 June corrective move The rightist leadership believed that 
centralism meant that the bases must accept everything issued from the central 
leadership without question or argument, and that democracy means that the 
leadership of the Political Organisation imposes 1ts views and directives on the local 
cells of the Political Organisation, 1e that the leadership rejects and ignores views 
and suggestions coming from the base on internal questions and revolutionary 
matters. This reactionary viewpoint meant that the rightist leadership held both 
democracy and centralism in its hands, depriving the base of its legitimate rights 
and its democratic nght to discuss views and positions On Various ISsUes Concerning 
the present and future of the revolution This naturally led to a struggle between 
the leadership, represented by the rightist trend, and the base, represented by the 
progressive trend, concerning this principle until the 22 June corrective move 
became necessary to create the enlightened face of the revolution, the interaction 
between centralism and democracy, to bring out other problems related to the 
development of the revolution and its vanguard organisation, and to build a new 
revolutionary life for the people. 
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Since the 22 June corrective move, the principle of democratic centralism has 
become increasingly firmly established in the Political Organisation, and is now a 
firm principle of its internal life. The commitment of the minonty to the majonty, 
the implementation of the directives of the Central Committee and the Political 
Bureau by the local cells, and the right of these bases to elect the leadership and to 
initiate and discuss views, raise reports and practise criticism and self-criticism, have 
become important matters which guarantee the democratic centralism of the 
Political Organisation. 

The Political Organisation, the National Front, in its activities of recent years, 
has given full attention to the principle of democratic centralism, educating its 
members to be disciplined in this principle It has combated all appearances of 
anarchic democracy and laxity, and has taken a firm stand against bureaucratic 
centralism which ignores the will of the base and prevents ıt from exercising the 
rights guaranteed it by the constitution. We believe that a correct relationship 
between the two pillars of centralism and democracy and perpetual safeguarding of 
the traditions of centralism on the one hand and democracy on the other, will 
consolidate the leadership role of our Political Organisation and gain for 1 new 
qualities which will push it forward step by step to a higher form of party work 
sepresented by the creation of a vanguard party. 


Defining the position of the revolution between the capitalist and the socialist 
Systems 


The Sıxth General Congress of the Political Organisation, the Natıonal Front, held 
On the 20 March 1975 under the slogan ‘Struggle to defend the Yemen revolution 
and ımplement the Fıve Year Plan’ ıs a shining landmark ın the course of the 
revolution and our Political Organisation. Its documents and its open and closed 
Sessions were a neW jump forward in the process of developing the traditions of 
party life. They confirmed that the Political Organisation has gained wide experience 
in political and party work 

The Central Committee made a proper assessment of the Congress and 1ts results, 
when it asserted in its statement that the Sixth General Congress marked a new stage 
to assess the experiences of the period between two congresses to continue the next 
stage of activity on the way to new revolutionary transformations for the benefit 
of the country’s toiling masses. In our view this 1s an accurate recognition The 
Congress was held three years after the Fifth General Congress, a period in which 
our people witnessed deep far-reaching changes, full of lessons and experience 
accompanied by problems and deficiencies This demanded that the Political 
Organisation paused to assess its previous political work and to decide the order of 
priority of tasks for the coming work. The Sixth Congress was one of the links in 
the implementation of the tasks of the national democratic stage of the revolution. 

The political report presented by the Central Committee to the Congress reviewed 
the experience of revolutionary change during the period between the two con- 
gresses, defining the planned route of revolutionary development in the coming 
years economically , socially and culturally. It also defined the Political Organisation’s 
position regarding Yemeni Unity and the stand of Democratic Yemen in foreign 
policy. The Congress imposed on the Central Committee, the leadership bodies, the 
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local cells, and mass organisations, the responsibility for carrying out these tasks. 
putting as a priority the creation of conditions favourable to the implementation of 
the Five Year Plan. Therefore on the sixth anniversary of the 22 June corrective 
move we call on all the local cells and the Yemeni working masses to organise their 
ranks in a correct way to carry out the responsibilities placed on their shoulders by 
the Sixth Congress. 

Among the positive results of the Sixth General Congress was the agreement 
reached by the Political Organisation, the National Front, the Democratic People’s 
Union and the People’s Vanguard Party to unify in the framework of the Political 
Organisation, the National Front as a step on the road to build a vanguard party. 

The agreement between the three organisations about the form of unified party 
work 1s a historic achievement for our revolution and a victory for the political line 
which our Political Organisation has raised since the 22 June corrective move, for 
the sake of the unity of the Yemeni revolution and progressives. At the same time 
the unification of these three organisations marks a new support for the revolutionary 
Struggle taking place in our country and for the cause of the Yemeni revolution. 

We have repeatedly stressed that it 1s historically important for those who believe 
in scientific socialism and the leadership role of the working class and 1ts vanguard 
party to be united. There is nothing that can justify stenle inter-party struggle be- 
tween political organisations which have the same ideas and pmnciples, come from 
compatible social classes and defend the interests of the toiling masses. On the 
contrary dispersion of political effort and allegiance harms the revolution and the 
interests of the masses, depriving them of the fundamental condition for their 
revolutionary renaissance, namely unity of the intemal front and a united vanguard. 

We, in the Political Organisation, value highly the agreement arrived at with the 
People’s Democratic Union and the People’s Vanguard Party We believe ıt will 
open a new stage by establishing a new experience of party work which will benefit 
our revolutionary experience and consolidate its foundations 

The Unification Congress which will be held next September with the three 
organisations mentioned above, will discuss three documents the Political Report, 
the Constitution and the Programme for the national democratic stage of the 
revolution It will be a great turning point in unified work for which we have striven 
through five years of persistent work and democratic discussion The formation of 
local cells and the framework for the leadership of the Unified Political Organisation 
will be set up according to the agreement reached between the three organisations. 

In our view the successful establishment of the Unified Political Organisation of 
the three above mentioned organisations has two major significances, one internal, 
the other external l 

At the external level ıt will increase respect for the revolutionary experience in 
our country from the Arab liberation movement and the forces of world revolution. 
It will be an example to those countries which are passing through a similar phase 
of political work to ours. That 1s because the characteristic of our experience In this 
respect is that the organisations who have successfully completed their talks will 
not join into a front organisation aimed at setting up a nationalist front but wl 
merge into a unified political organisation which will prepare itself during a tran- 
sitional period to create a vanguard party. 
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Success in the unification congress next September, success in unified work in 
the transitional period, and the implementation of party and political tasks facing 
the Unified Political Organisation, the National Front, will mean we have done our 
glorious duty towards the Yemeni revolution and are an example for the national 
liberation movements from which they will be able to benefit to solve the crisis of 
democratic political work and implement a successful programme on the road of 
the revolutionary transformation of the people. 

At the internal level the process of political unification will allow the develop- 
ment of creative revolutionary potential within a single political organisation, thus 
providing circumstances favourable for the creation of a vanguard party which, in 
the final analysis, will open up greater possibilities for the successful realisation of 
the tasks of revolutionary reconstruction. 

We want to stress that our successes in unifying the political organisations does 
not mean that in future we will ignore the question of unifying national democratic 
organisations in the Yemen. 

Our Political Organisation stressed in the Sixth General Congress that the unifi- 
cation of the national democratic organisations and the creation of a party go hand 
in hand and am for the future unity of the Yemen nationalist movement and in 
the long term the creation of a single Yemem vanguard party. 

The Sixth Congress considered the current international situation and defined 1ts 
main trend which indicates that history ıs on the side of the forces of progress, 

eration, socialism and peace. History points to the fact that the competition 
between socialism and capitalism ıs taking its course in favour of socialism and its 

es in the world At the economic level progress ın the socialist countries exceeds 
that in the capitalist countries and the standard of living of the people in the 
SOCialist countries 1S rising continuously 

The Sixth General Congress was perfectly correct when ıt pointed to the fact 
that the historic development of mankind factually proves that the capitalist system 
leads to suffering and deprivation, and destroys the freedom of people. We can now 
say that the tragedy created by US capitalism in Indo-China is the worst example 
We could wish to see of the sufferings borne by peoples of the world as a result of 
international capitalism Capitalism also causes hunger, exploitation, plunders 
Natural wealth, and deprives the peoples of developing countries from developing 
and solving the problem of underdevelopment. It ıs enough to say that smperialist 
©xploitation for the benefit of Capitalist countnes is still the cause of all the poverty, 

Unger and underdevelopment ın all areas of social life, because of 1ts plunder and 
exploitation of the wealth of those peoples 


Because of the growing strength of socialist economies and industry, and the 
InCreasing number Of liberated countries, there has been progress 1n the steadfast 
Stand against impertalist countries and the unfair conditions they impose on countries 
Who export raw materials. The socialist countries have begun to offer aid and 
assistance for the industrialsation plans undertaken by independent countries, 
offering wide ranging loan facilities and trade agreements With the entry of the 
socialist economies into the world economy as a rising competitor to the imperialist 
economies, new international economic relations have emerged based on friendship, 
cooperation and anti-imperialist struggle, opposition to neo-colomialism, the pro- 
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tection of national independence and the consolidation of the road of independent 
social development. 

Many developing countries who have built strong economic relations with the 
socialist countries after achieving their national independence have been able to 
realise an economic recovery ın a short period of time and to achieve a higher rate 
of development than that of countries dependent on capitalist countries for the 
development of their national economies. Through nationalisation, agricultural 
reform, and national economic development plans, the public sector has come to 
play an important leading role in the economic life of the peoples of those countries. 

It is clear that any country’s economic relations are a function of the stand 
taken by that country’s political regime concerning the current international conflict 
between the capitalist and socialist systems. We cannot divorce any country’s socio- 
economic system from the struggle taking place between those two systems nor can 
we find any possibility of establishing an economic system which takes a position 
between capitalism and socialism even if it tries to adopt charactenstics from both 
sides . . . The tendencies which try to set up economic systems which combine the 
features of capitalism with those of socialism must eventually lead to one or the 
other. To which system the country will tend depends on the political ideology of 
the regime of that particular state. I 

Naturally here — when discussing the position of the two systems — we are not 
talking about the transitional period. In the national democratic revolution and on 
the road to non-capitalist development, there 1s no talk of the presence of a socialist 
or capitalist system, because at this stage the economic formation will be transitional 
without its final characteristics being defined. It ıs a mixture of economic structures, 
state ownership, cooperative ownership, mixed ownership, private ownership. If, in 
Democratic Yemen, these forms coexist during this historical period, the Political 
Organisation continually strives to consolidate the role of the public sector in order 
to make ıt become the leading force in our economic life, as well as to develop the 
cooperative sector . . . But at the moment we are only discussing the political stance 
of the state regarding the struggle between the two economic systems, socialism and 
capitalism. In a country which is still at a precapitalist stage of development the 
road of national democratic revolution and that of non-capitalist development must 
be chosen consciously, not spontaneously, with the laws and conditions of the 
particular mode of development carefully studied. 

Concerning the revolutionary experience in Democratic Yemen, the Political 
Organisation very early understood the economic question and defined a firm 
position on ıt after the corrective move of 22 June. This position 1s based on the fact 
that the political independence of the people cannot be considered complete unless 
the national economy 1s liberated from the domination and influence of foreign 
companies and an independent economic policy is followed which will provide the 
people with the conditions necessary for them to realise a cultural and material 
renaissance and enjoy a developed standard of living. 

In the wake of that decision the revolutionary step was taken to nationalise 
numerous foreign capitalist companies and institutions The Public sector was 
created and a programme for economic development was laid down which included 
the Three Year Plan which has just been completed and the Five Year Plan which 
we are now implementing. 
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At the level of international economic relations, the Political Organisation, the 
National Front, has worked to develop relations of economic cooperation between 
Democratic Yemen and the socialist countries. This kind of fraternal economic 
cooperation has allowed us to breach the economic blockade imposed on our 
country by the imperialists. We note that in recent years the socialist countries have 
offered aid and loans to Democratic Yemen and have signed new agreements with 
us in the fields of industrial, agricultural, trade, and cultural cooperation. On the 
other hand the balance of trade between our country and the socialist countnes has 
increased while that with the imperialist countries has declined. This is a positive 
indication that Democratic Yemen has been able to make significant strides forward 
in the field of national economic liberation from the burden of the imperialist 
monopolies and the world capitalist market and at the same time has been able to 
lay firm foundations for more comprehensive economic relations with the socialist 
countries. 

The road of independent economic development followed by Democratic Yemen 
does not in any way mean that we reject economic cooperation with the capitalist 
countries on the basis of mutual benefit and satisfactory conditions. On the con- 
trary, economic cooperation exists between our country and many countries, led 
by sister Arab countries who offer us assistance for the development of our national 
economy. Democratic Yemen will continue to follow the directives of the Sixth 
General Congress concerning relations with states with different social systems on a 
basis of mutual respect for national sovereignty and mutual interests between 
peoples 
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